California Muccel Clam

Degceription: Muggel clame form in large colonies. To eat, the museel openc ite
chelle tiny hairg, or cilia, draw in water carrying tiny particlec of food. The
California musgel attacheg to rocke by fiberg called bysccal threads. Thege threads
are produced in liquid form by the bysgeal gland. A large mugcel moves by breaking
old threadg, then attaching new oneg to another ¢pot: a emall mugcel ereepe around
on ite foot.

Defensge: Muscels take over in tidepool areag and areac where they can uge their
ctrong byseal threadg, like near craching waves. They form large groupe and out
compete for epace. However, lobsterg, erabe and gea ctare eat them in areag where
wavee don’t pound ag hard.

Where they are Found: California muscele can be found from Alacka to Baja
California.

Diet: California mucselc love to eat detritug, or plant and animal wagte, and living
plankton.

WOW!IL [t takes three yeare for a California muscel to grow to full cize, about 5
inches.



