Hermit Crabs

snail shells or other emply
mobile containers. A hermil
crab’s first two legs have been
modified into pinchers. Hermit
crabs reqaire a shell to live in
becaase their abdomen (1ail
region) is acltaally soft. When a
hermil crab grows in Size, it
mast find a new, larger shell 1o live in. Hermil crabs can be
foand in rocky shores and sandy beach habitlatls.

Defense: Hermitl crabs will hide within their shell for
proleclion.

Where they are Foand: TheSe crabs can be foand in saltwaler
at depths from shallow cora] reefs and shorelines 1o deep Sea
bolloms. Some $pecies can even be foand on land. Hermil
crabs live in the wild in colonies of 100 or more.

Diel: Hermil crabs will feed on small bits of food that they
find on the boltom of the ocean. Sandy botlom hermil crabs
have also been known 1o filter feed.

WOW! Hermitl crabs can make their homes oal of old cans,
pieces of Trash or anylthing else thal they can fil their tail
into!




